
1 
 

UMSAEP-UWC Academic Exchange Program Report 

2022-2023 Project 

10 November 2023 

Submitted by Dr.  Karen Collett 

Senior Lecturer in the Department of Educational Studies  

University of the Western Cape (UWC) 

UMSL 



2 
 

innovative teaching and action research.  Drs. Collett and Slapac focused their work on finalising 
and submitting an UMSAEP grant for 2023; expanding and deepening their research into COIL 
in supporting internationalisation of the curriculum; working on two publications; presenting 

https://coe.umsl.edu/mycoe/p2_profiles/viewProfile/sso_id/slapaca
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2023. Although they submitted their application for the 2023-
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1.8 Presentation developed for the American Association of Colleges of Teacher Education 
(AACTE)  

The project partners worked together in developing a presentation for the American Association 
of Colleges for 
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However the school was committed to fostering their own set of deep core values of 
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● The teacher facilitator at this school as well as Prof Slapac and Dr Collett felt that it would 
be of benefit to try to link some teachers within this school up with a group of South 
African school teachers in a professional learning network.  Staff communities in this 
school have a regular planning and meeting slot on a Tuesday between 8 and 10am. The 
partners felt it would be possible with time-zones to link up  a small group of teachers  
from one or two primary schools in Delft area of Cape Town 
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1.11 Visit to Prof Owen van Den Berg 

● On the 29th of August, Dr. Collett and Prof. Slapac were pleased to meet with Prof. Owen 
van Den Berg (who was one of the founding members of UMSAEP) and his wife Prof. 
Jane Zeni. Professor Owen van Den Berg used to head up the UMSAEP partnership in 
the early 1980’s and 90’s.  It was informative to hear about the early years of the 
UMSAEP partnership exchange and the strong focus and commitment by both UWC and 
UMSL in a political commitment to building democracy through the exchange.  An 
unexpected surprise was being able to celebrate Prof. van Den Berg’s birthday with him. 

1.12 Meetings and Networking. 

● September 3rd:  Prof. Slapac and her family kindly hosted an evening party for Dr. Collett 
with a number of UMSL colleagues and Department Chair, Prof April Regester. This 
event provided  a number of fruitful exchanges between UMSL partners and Dr Collett 
linked to current research initiatives. Of particular interest was the meeting with Dr. 
Mindy Bier and two of her post-doctoral students who are involved in citizenship 
education with school leaders.  The potential of linking with colleagues at UMSL doing 
work related to school leadership may be able to be facilitated through this link in the 
future.  

● Dr. Slapac and Dr. Collett plan to submit an online blog entry for UMSL and UWC on 
their collaboration and value of COIL by the end of December. 

2. INSPIRATIONAL SIGHTSEEING.  

Prof. Alina Slapac and her family were exceptional hosts to Dr. Collett and took her out to see a 
number of cultural and historical sites in and around St Louis over the weekends. These included: 
a trip to the St. Louis Art Museum that exhibit a number of world renown art works, as well as 
contemporary exhibits by indigenous and modern artists; a visit to the Missouri Botanical 
Gardens with exhibits of glass plants by the famous American artist Dale Chihuly were 
captivating;  a visit to the beautiful Forrest Park where we attended an excellent performance of 
“Sister Act at the iconic Muny outdoor theatre  (a national theatre that holds over 11 thousand 
people at a time in public art performances); a trip to the St. Louis Zoo  was appreciated and 
eventful with Dr Collett’s first actual sighting of a polar and grizzly bear. She also have the 
opportunity to see a hippopotamus close up and under the water through a glass viewing panel.  

One of the highlights of Dr. Collett’s was her exposure to American presidents through a visit to 
the Lincoln Museum and memorial in Springfield, Illinois as well as the visit to Grant’s Farm an 
estate that belonged the wife of president Grant that is now a park area and home to a number of 
animals. Here she experienced a Drone show topped with a Budweiser beer. A
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