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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 
Columbia   .   Kansas City   .   Rolla   .   St. Louis 

 

BOARD OF CURATORS 

Minutes of the Board of Curators Meeting 
Thursday, February 8, 2024 

 
       
A Health Affairs Committee meeting was held January 30, 2024 in conjunction with the 
February 8, 2024 Board meeting. 
 
 
BOARD OF CURATORS MEETING – PUBLIC SESSION 
 
 
A meeting of the Board of Curators was convened in public session at 8:00 A.M. on 
Thursday, February 8, 2024, in Stotler Lounge I, II, and III of the Memorial Union, 
University of Missouri-Columbia campus, Columbia, Missouri, pursuant to public notice 
given of said meeting. Curator Robin R. Wenneker, Chair of the Board of Curators, presided 
over the meeting. 
 
Present 
The Honorable Robert D. Blitz 
The Honorable Julia G. Brncic 
The Honorable Robert W. Fry 
The Honorable Todd P. Graves 
The Honorable Keith A. Holloway 
The Honorable Jeffrey L. Layman 
The Honorable Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield 
The Honorable Robin R. Wenneker 
The Honorable Michael A. Williams. 
 
Also Present 
Dr. Mun Y. Choi, President, University of Missouri 
Mr. Mark A. Menghini, General Counsel 
Dr. C. Mauli Agrawal, Chancellor, University of Missouri–Kansas City 
Dr. Richard Barohn, Executive Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs 
Mr. Ben Canlas, Interim Vice President for Information Technology 
Dr. Mohammad Dehghani, Chancellor, Missouri University of Science and Technology 
Mr. John Denker, Chief Marketing and Communications Officer 
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Ms. Marsha Fischer, Vice President for Human Resources and Chief Human Resources 
Officer  

Mr. Chad Higgins, Chief Engagement Officer and Vice Chancellor for Extension and 
Engagement 

Ms. Deena King, Interim Chief Audit and Compliance Officer 
Dr. John Middleton, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs and Chief of Staff  
Mr. Ryan D. Rapp, Executive Vice President for Finance and Operations, Chief Financial 

Officer and Treasurer  
Dr. Kristin Sobolik, Chancellor for University of Missouri-St. Louis 
Mr. Christian Basi, Director of Media Relations 
Media representatives 
 
 
General Business 
 
University of Missouri Board Chair’s Report – presented by Chair Wenneker (slides on file) 
 
Chair Wenneker recognized the 2023 MU Remington R. Williams Student Leader of the 
Year Awardees – Gabriella Balaa, Jonathan Jain, Ethan Joly and Rishabh Mihendra.  The 
Chair also recognized the recent Curators' Distinguished Professor designations from 
University of Missouri-Columbia – Elizabeth Bryda, Zhiqiang Hu, Erica Lembke, Eric 
Sandvol, Carsten Ullrich, Xiu-Feng “Henry” Wan, Patrick Westhoff, Jianlin “Jack” Cheng 
and Blake Meyers.  
 
Chair Wenneker presented a reminder that health is a part of the mission at the University 
of Missouri System.  She asked fellow Board members, President and Chancellors to 
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 It was recommended by Chair Wenneker, moved by Curator Layman and seconded 

by Curator Blitz, that the following Board of Curators Executive Committee, Standing 

Committees and Mizzou Intercollegiate Athletics Special Committee appointments be 
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I. Naming Opportunity, UMKC 
J. Security Resolution, February 2024   

 
 

A. Minutes, November 16, 2023 Board of Curators Meeting – as provided to the 
Curators for review and approval.  
 

B. Minutes, November 16, 2023 Board of Curators Committee Meetings – as provided 
to the Curators for review and approval. 

 
C. Minutes, November 9, 2023 Governance, Compensation and Human Resources 

Committee Meeting – as provided to the Curators for review and approval. 
 

D. Minutes, December 8, 2023 Board of Curators Finance Committee Special Meeting – 
as provided to the Curators for review and approval. 

 
E. Minutes, December 15, 2023 Board of Curators Special Meeting and Committee 

Meeting – as provided to the Curators for review and approval. 
 

F. Minutes, January 12, 2024 





Board of Curators Meeting  7 
February 8, 2024 

 
 Total funding recommended $99,999 
 

VIII.  Effect of IGHMBP2 and ABT1 mutations on IGHMBP2 
biochemical activity and association with ABT1 

    
   Gangadhar Prasadachari Vadla, PhD 

Scientist, Bond Life Sciences Center   
University of Missouri 
 

 Total funding recommended $100,000 
 

IX.  Turning back time: Targeting biological aging and glial senescence 
as a treatment for Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 

    
   Jose Viteri, PhD 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow , Next Gen Precision Health 
Institute  
University of Missouri 
 

 Total funding recommended $100,000 
 
 
 

X. Electrical Stimulation Therapy to Improve Outcomes of Nerve 
Transfer Surgery in Tetraplegia 

    
   Wilson Ray, MD 

Professor, Neurological Surgery  
Washington University in St Louis 
 

 Total funding recommended $100,000 
 

XI.  Printable Electrochemical Biosensors for Spinal Cord Injuries 
Biomarkers Detection Using Hybrid Nanocomposite Inks Based on 
Zwitterionic Conductive Polymers 

    
   Jinjia Xu, PhD 

Assistant Professor, Chemistry and Biochemistry  
University of Missouri – St. Louis 
 

 Total funding recommended $100,000 
 

H. Sole Source, Radiochemical Processing Hot Cells, MU –  
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That the University of Missouri – Columbia be authorized to purchase up to three 
Radiochemical Processing Hot Cells from Tema Sinergie S.P.A., Faenza, Italy, at a 
total estimated cost of $11,500,000.     
 
Funding is as follows:  
MURR Reserve Funds (initial purchase of 1)           FD203-770000 
Funded by Novartis (purchase 2 additional)  
 

I. Naming Opportunity, UMKC –  
 
That the first-floor grand lobby on the north side of the new Healthcare Delivery and 
Innovation Center Building to “Nelson and Rachael Sabates Family Grand Lobby”, 
UMKC.  
 
That the second-floor outdoor terrace on the north side of the new Healthcare 
Delivery and Innovation Center Building to “Nelson and Rachael Sabates Family 
Terrace”, UMKC. 

 
J. Security Resolution, February 2024 

  
Resolution 

 
The Curators of the University of Missouri agree that the following individuals occupying 
the designated offices shall constitute a Security Executive Committee with full authority 
and responsibility for the negotiation, execution and administration of Department of 
Defense, or User Agency classified contracts as described in 32 CFR §117, National 
Industrial Security Program Operating Manual (NISPOM):  
 
The members of this Security Executive Committee have been processed for a personnel 
security clearance for access to classified information up to the level of the facility security 
clearance granted to this institution, as provided for under the aforementioned security 
program.  
 

• Mun Y. Choi, Ph.D., President, University of Missouri System, and Chancellor, 
University of Missouri-Columbia 

• Todd P. Graves, Curator, University of Missouri System 
• Thomas E. Spencer, Ph.D., Vice Chancellor, University of Missouri-Columbia 
• C. Mauli Agrawal, Ph.D., Chancellor, University of Missouri-Kansas City 
• Jennifer Lundgren, Ph.D., Provost, University of Missouri-Kansas City 
• Mohammad Dehghani, Ph.D., Chancellor, Missouri University of Science and 

Technology 
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• Kamal Khayat, Ph.D., Vice Chancellor, Missouri University of Science and 
Technology 

 
The Security Executive Committee is hereby delegated all the Board’s duties and 
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All members of the Board of Curators, except the designated member of the Security 
Executive Committee:  

• Robert D. Blitz 
• Julia G. Brncic 
• Robert W. Fry 
• Keith A. Holloway 
• Jeffrey L. Layman  
• Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield 
• Robin R. Wenneker 
• Michael A. Williams 

  
Officers: 

• Mark A. Menghini, J.D., General Counsel 
• Deena King, Interim Chief Audit and Compliance Officer 
• Ryan Rapp, Executive Vice President, Finance & Operations, and Chief 

Financial Officer 
• Marsha Fischer, Vice President, Human Resources and Chief Human 

Resources Officer 
• Ben Canlas, Interim Vice President, Information Technology  
• John Denker, Chief Marketing and Communications Officer 
• Kristin Sobolik, Ph.D., Chancellor, University of Missouri-St. Louis 
• Steven Berberich, Ph.D., Provost, University of Missouri-St. Louis 
• Colin Potts, Ph.D., Provost, Missouri University of Science and Technology 
• Matthew P. Martens, Ph.D., Interim Provost, University of Missouri-

Columbia 
 
 

The motion carried unanimously (9-0) by voice vote with no abstentions. 
 
 

Board of Curators standing committee meetings were convened at 8:42 A.M. and concluded 
at 11:47 A.M. on Thursday, February 8, 2024.  Committee actions were presented to the full 
Board for action following each Committee vote.  
 

 
Governance, Compensation and Human Resources Committee 
 
Curator Fry provided time for discussion of committee business. 
 
Annual Approval, Board Standing Committee Charters 
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It was recommended by the Governance, Compensation and Human Resources 

Committee, endorsed by Chair Wenneker, moved by Curator Fry, and seconded by Curator 

Holloway, that the following action be taken:  

that the Board Standing Committee Charters, as reviewed by the Committee Chairs 
and executive liaisons, be approved as attached (and as on file with the minutes of 
this meeting).  

 
The motion carried unanimously (9-0) by voice vote with no abstentions. 
 

Finance Committee 
 
Curator Graves provided time for discussion of committee business.  
 
Fiscal Year 2024 Five-year Financial Plan and Recommended Financial Performance 
Targets, UM – presented by Ryan Rapp (slides and information on file) 
 
 It was recommended by President Choi and Executive Vice President Ryan Rapp, 

recommended by the Finance Committee, moved by Curator Graves, and seconded by 

Curator Williams, that the following recommendations be approved:  

 
the financial performance targets for the University of Missouri, MU, UMKC, 
Missouri S&T, UMSL and MU Healthcare as presented in executive summary.   
 

The motion carried unanimously (9-0) by voice vote with no abstentions. 
 

 
Architect-Engineer Hire (Amended) New Healthcare Innovation and Delivery Building, 
UMKC - presented by Ryan Rapp (information on file) 
 
 It was recommended by Chancellor Agrawal, endorsed by President Choi, recommended 
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The motion carried unanimously (9-0) by voice vote with no abstentions. 
 

 
Equipment Purchases and Enabling Projects Approval for Center for Energy Innovation, 
MU - presented by Ryan Rapp (information on file) 

 
     It was recommended by University of Missouri President Mun Y. Choi, recommended 

by the Finance Committee, moved by Curator Graves, and seconded by Curator Fry, that 

the following action be approved:  

 
That President Choi or his designee be authorized to purchase and/or contract for 
equipment and contract for services not to exceed $8,000,000. 
 

The motion carried unanimously (9-0) by voice vote with no abstentions. 
 
 

Project Approval, Meat Science Education and Training Laboratory, MU - presented by 
Ryan Rapp (information on file) 
 
 It was recommended by President Choi and recommended by the Finance Committee, 

moved by Curator Graves, and seconded by Curator Fry, that the following action be 

approved:  

 
the project approval for the Meat Science Education and Training Laboratory, MU  
 
Funding of the project budget is from:  
    State Appropriations                                                    $25,000,000 
Total Funding                                                                   $25,000,000 

 

The motion carried unanimously (9-0) by voice vote with no abstentions. 
 
 
Project Approval, Research Commons Thermal Plant – Chilled Water Production 
Addition, MU - presented by Ryan Rapp (information on file) 
 
 It was recommended by President Choi and recommended by the Finance Committee, 
moved by Curator Graves, and seconded by Curator Williams, that the following action be 
approved:  
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the project approval for the Research Commons Thermal Plant – Chilled Water 
Production Addition, MU  
 
Funding of the project budget is from:  
     MU Energy Management Capital Reserves                $12,500,000 
Total Funding                                                                    $12,500,000 

 

The motion carried unanimously (9-0) by voice vote with no abstentions. 
 
 
Architect-Engineer Hire MU Research Reactor Lab Expansion, MU - presented by Ryan 
Rapp (information on file) 
 
     It was recommended by President Choi, recommended by the Finance Committee, 

moved by Curator Graves, and seconded by Curator Williams, that the following action be 

approved:  

 
the Architect/Engineer hire for the MURR Lab Expansion, MU   
 
Design fee                         $887,653 
 

The motion carried unanimously (9-0) by voice vote with no abstentions. 
 

Academic, Student Affairs, Research and Economic Development Committee  
 
Curator Sinquefield provided time for discussion of committee business. 
 
Intercollegiate Athletics Annual Report, University of Missouri-Columbia – presented by 
MU Athletic Director, Desiree Reed-Francois (slides on file for this information item) 
 
Strategic Plan Updates – University of Missouri – St. Louis – presented by Provost Steven 
Berberich (slides and information on file) 
 
 It was recommended by University of Missouri-St. Louis Chancellor Kristin 

Sobolik, endorsed by President of the University of Missouri Mun Y. Choi, recommended 

by the Academic, Student Affairs and Research & Economic Development Committee, 

moved by Curator Sinquefield, seconded by Curator Williams that the following action be 

approved:  
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that the University of Missouri–St. Louis strategic plan be approved as provided in 
the materials (and as on file with the minutes of this meeting).  
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The Audit, Compliance and Ethics Committee had one additional action item to convene in 
an executive session later in the day, which passed unanimously by the committee.  
 
 
General Business 

Good and Welfare of the Board – Draft April 18, 2024 Board of Curators meeting agenda 
– no discussion (on file) 
 
 
Resolution for Executive Session of the Board of Curators Meeting, February 8, 2024 
 

It was moved by Curator Hoberock and seconded by Curator Holloway, that there 

shall be an executive session with a closed record and closed vote of the Board of Curators 

meeting February 8, 2024 for consideration of:  

 

• Section 610.021(1), RSMo, relating to matters identified in that provision, which 
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Curator Sinquefield voted yes. 
Curator Wenneker voted yes. 
Curator Williams voted yes. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
 
The public session of the Board of Curators meeting recessed at 11:50 A.M. on February 8, 
2024.  
 
 
12:00 P.M. – Luncheon for the Board of Curators, President and University of Missouri 
System Leaders (by invitation) 
Location: N214 B & C, Memorial Union 
 
 
Board of Curators Meeting – Executive Session 
 
A meeting of the University of Missouri Board of Curators was convened in executive 
session at 1:00 P.M., on Thursday, February 8, 2024, in South 304, Memorial Union on the 
University of Missouri – Columbia campus, pursuant to public notice given of said meeting.  
Curator Robin R. Wenneker, Chair of the Board of Curators, presided over the meeting.   
 
Present 
The Honorable Robert D. Blitz 
The Honorable Julia G. Brncic 
The Honorable Robert W. Fry 
The Honorable Todd P. Graves 
The Honorable Keith A. Holloway 
The Honorable Jeffrey L. Layman 
The Honorable Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield 
The Honorable Robin R. WenneBDC  T* [(T)1 (h(e)4 0EH)2 (onorte)4 (v)]TJbi ennev
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President Choi, Board Secretary Harmon and Mr. Rapp excused themselves from the 
meeting.  
 
 
Audit, Compliance and Ethics Committee Meeting – Executive Session 
 
Annual Meeting Without Management and Performance Review of Independent 
Auditors 
 
No action taken by the Board.  
 
Members of BKD excused themselves from the meeting.  
 
President Choi, Board Secretary Harmon and Mr. Rapp rejoined the meeting.  
 
 
Academic, Student Affairs, Research and Economic Development Committee – 
Executive Session 
 
Curators’ Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Paul Weirich, MU – presented by 
Steven Chaffin 

     It was recommended and endorsed by President of the University of Missouri Mun 

Y. Choi, recommended by the Academic, Student Affairs and Research & Economic 

Development Committee, moved by Curator Sinquefield, and seconded by Curator 

Williams, that the following action be approved: 

 
that upon the recommendation of President Mun Y. Choi, the Provost, and the 
University of Missouri System Office of Academic Affairs, it is recommended that 
Professor Paul Weirich be named to the position University of Missouri Curators' 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus, effective 03/01/2024. 

 
Roll call vote of the Board:     

Curator Blitz voted yes. 
Curator Brncic voted yes.  
Curator Fry voted yes. 
Curator Graves voted yes. 
Curator Holloway voted yes.  
Curator Layman voted yes. 
Curator Sinquefield voted yes. 
Curator Wenneker voted yes. 
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Curator Williams was absent. 
 
The motion carried. 

  
 
General Business 
 
Report on contracts and legal advice – presented by Mun Choi, Mark Menghini, Rick 
Barohn 
 
Kevin Kane and Nate Beucke joined the meeting for this discussion.  
 
No action taken by the Board.  
 
 
President’s Report on contracts and personnel – presented by President Choi 
 
No action taken by the Board.  
 
General Counsel’s Report – presented by General Counsel Menghini 
 
No action taken by the Board.  
 
Curator’s Only Report 
 

It was endorsed by Chair Wenneker, moved by Curator Williams, and seconded by 

Curator Fry that the following action be approved: 

 

That the contract with Huron Consulting Services, LLC for a governance review be 

approved.  

 

Roll call vote of the Board:     

Curator Blitz voted yes. 
Curator Brncic voted yes.  
Curator Fry voted yes. 
Curator Graves voted yes. 
Curator Holloway voted yes.  
Curator Layman voted yes. 
Curator Sinquefield voted yes. 
Curator Wenneker voted yes. 
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Curator Williams voted yes. 
 
The motion carried. 

  
 
Adjourn, Board of Curators Meeting and Committee Meetings, February 8, 2024 
 


